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THE BIKE WAY TODAY 

The Minuteman Commuter 
Bikeway spans ten miles. It begins 
in Cambridge, crosses through 
Arlington and Lexington, and 
ends iri Bedford1• This makes it 
convenient for riders to access the 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority, Boston's public 
transportation system, through 
Alewife Station. No motor vehicles 
are allowed on the bikeway, and 
it is plowed through the winter to 
allow riders to use it for their daily 
commutes all year round2• Other 
users walk, jog, chat, play, skate, 
and more on the path, but less so 
when the weather is inclement. 

"The bikeway has been a real 
plus to the quality of life in 
these towns. I never saw so 
many people riding until the 

bikeway took hold." 
-Jim Shea, 

President, Bedford Depot Park 



CONSTRUCTION AND CONTROVERSY 
The Lexington and West 

Cambridge Railroad company was 
founded in 1845'. Trains on the 
"Lexington Branch", where the 

bikeway now runs, were used for 
cargo and passenger transport. 
Service was terminated in 1981°, 
and after much controversy over 
path usage3, bikeway construction 

started a decade later. 

At some places along the path, 
riders can still see train tracks, 
and at the Bedford end of the 
path, a muse um built in a train 
car commemorates the path's 

history. Although still owned by 
the MBTA®, the chances of the 

path becoming a railroad line again 
anytime soon seem very slim. 

N 

"Many people were very 
skeptical and very opposed, 
and one of their predictions 
was that no one would use 

[ a bike path].' 
- Tom Fortmann, 

bikeway co-founder 
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LEXINGTON CENTER 
Home to a railroad museum 
and convenience store, the 

Bedford Railroad Depot' is one 
of the bikeway's bookends. 

Featuring numerous shops, banks, 
convenience stores, and restaurants, 
Lexington Center2 is an excellent 
bikeway-accessible destination. 

TOWN CENTERS ON THE PATH 

With shops, theaters, and popular restaurants, Arlington Center3 offers a 
slightly busier atmosphere than Lexington. Arlington Center is 

the ideal place for a night out or a lunch stop . 



"Almost everywhere you go, people point to this 
one as a real model ... it's where you actually talk to 
people, it's really where you see your neighbors. 

The entire community is on this path, and it is 
the spectrum of users, from eight-year-olds to 
eighty-year-olds, and that's what it should be.!" 

- Richard Fries, 
Executive Director of MassBike 

◄ Hanscom Air Force Base 
YBike parking at Alewife Station 

OTHER 
POINTS OF 
INTEREST 
ON THE 
BIKE WAY 



WHY IS THE MINUTEMAN COMML 
"This is the one that work 
one in America--and it's 
highway culture, but it al 
but then it connects to a c 

when you have this cor 

Richar 
Executive Direc 

BEAUTI 
FUNT 

No two days on t 
same. Whether lea 
sun is shining, th 

an excellent 
work in 



JTER BIKE WAY SO SUCCESSFUL? 
I 

ls-better than almost any 
eally unique. It connects a 
I so connects a town center, 
f mmuter rail, a subway ... 
nectivity, it lights up.' 
I 
l Fries, 
I 
} 
'Or of MassBike 

FUNCTIONAL 
FOR ALL 

People of all ages, races, ethnicities, and 
abilities use the path daily to commute, play, 
and exercise. With wheelchair accessibility 

and few formal rules, the bikeway is 1 

accessible to everyone. 

bikeway feel the 
s are falling or the 
bikeway provides 
scape from 
nature. 



DO: 
Increase universal 

accessibility 
People of all ages and 

abilities should have equal 
access to the path. 

DO: 
Optimize for 
commuters 

By designing a bikeway 
for commuters, its usage 
increases significantly 
and it provides an 

en vi ran men tally-friendly 
form of local travel. 

DO: 
Enhance the 
path's beauty 
A bikeway surrounded 
by traffic can be stressful 
to use, but an excursion 
in nature is welcomed. 

BIKE WAY 
DO'S ANI 

DO: 
Connect to 

surroundings 
If the bikeway is nearby 

and simple to access, people 
are more likely to use it. 



DONT: 
Make too 
many rules 

Using a bike path should 
be fun. Of course, some 

rules are necessary, but too 
many might make using a 

bike path frustrating. 

IS 

DON T: 
Seclude path in a 

rural area 
Accessing a secluded 

bikeway becomes a chore, 
leading to less overall 

usage. 

DONT: 
Assume the path 
will maintain itself 
Hire workers or host 

volunteering days to clean 
up and enhance the path. 
Allow for maintenance in 

the bikeway's budget. 

DONT:=w es+ 
Restrict access 

to the path 
Flat, maintained 

pavement, clear signage, · ' -=--· ..._ _ 
and lighting encourage 

everyone to use the path. 
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